Please keep in mind, that the owner has the right to pick their cat up at the Table Mountain Animal Center and bring it back home.  The Arvada ordinance requires you to bring the cats you trap to the Table Mountain Animal Center, since it is the closest shelter and the one used by Arvada Animal Management. 

The Table Mountain Animal Center is located at 4105 Youngfield Service Road; the phone number is 303.278.7575. 

When trapping cats, please keep in mind the hours that the Table Mountain Animal Center is open.  Do not trap cats on Sunday nights or Mondays:

Sunday   
12 noon to 6pm

Monday   
closed

Tuesday  
10am to 7pm

Wednesday  
12 noon to 7pm

Thursday
10am to 7pm

Friday 

10am to 7pm

Saturday
10am to 6pm

**When using deterrents please read all chemical warnings on the product before use.

For further information or any questions, please contact Arvada Animal Management at 720.898.6850.  

City of Arvada

Police Department

Animal Management Unit

8101 Ralston Road

720.898.6850

720.898.6900

NUISANCE CATS

A GUIDE FOR THE HOMEOWNER ON HOW TO HANDLE NUISANCE CATS
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What is a nuisance cat?

A nuisance cat can be a neighbor’s cat that wonders onto your property and causes damage to your shrubs, gardens, pesters birds at your bird feeder, etc.   It may also be a feral cat (an untamed cat without an owner).  Either way, these cats are not allowed to cause damage to your property.

What can Animal Management do to help my problem?

Per Arvada Ordinance, cats are considered free roaming animals, exempt from the leash law.  This prohibits us from picking them up unless they are sick, injured or deceased or have bitten a person.   In some circumstances summonses may be issued to owners of cats whose cats cause monetary damage to property, however please call Arvada Animal Management to see if your situation allows for a summons to be issued.

What Can I do as a Homeowner?

As a homeowner, there are some steps that you can take to solve the problem of nuisance cats.  Please keep in mind that you need to follow the laws and not cause any harm to the cat.  All methods should be humane and cause as little stress to the cat as possible.  Summonses can be issued to people that inhumanely trap cats or do not release them in the manners described on the following pages.  To begin to solve a nuisance cat problem, please follow the sequenced guide on the following pages.

Step 1:  The first thing to try is repellents to try to discourage the cat from using the areas of your yard that you want them out of.  There are many commercial repellents that can be purchased at either home and garden stores or pet supply stores.  There also are some home remedies that you can try.  These remedies include mothballs, coffee grounds, cayenne pepper, fine pepper and citronella oil.  Please keep in mind that these substances may need to be reapplied regularly, especially after a rain or snow.  Many of these deterrents can be placed around outdoor furniture, flower boxes, bushes, trees and gardens to help deter cats.   Also make sure to never feed your animals outside; this will only attract cats, not to mention wildlife.  Make sure to secure all your trashcans with tight fitting lids.

Step 2:  If you know who owns the cat, try talking to them about the situation.  If they are made aware of the problem, they may make more of an effort to keep their cat indoors.  We also have a pamphlet that you can give them that discuss the benefits of having an indoor cat.  Many of these problems can best be handled on a neighborhood level.

Step 3:  If you don’t know who owns the cat, or you have spoken to the owner and no improvements have been made or you are uncomfortable speaking to them, there are more steps you can take.  Arvada ordinance allows for a homeowner to humanely trap cats that trespass onto their property and are a nuisance or are causing damage.  The homeowner is responsible for the transportation of the trapped cat to the Table Mountain Animal Center.  Humane traps for this purpose may be purchased, rented or borrowed.   However, if you do this, there are rules that you must follow:                                                      

A. If you know who owns the cat, let them know you will be trapping cats that trespass on your property and will be transported to the Table Mountain Animal Center.

B. You must take measures to insure that the cat is trapped humanely, not left in the trap too long, and not exposed to too much sun or inclement weather.

C. If you do trap a cat, you may inform Arvada Animal Management, then you must do  one of the following:

1. Contact the owner of the cat and release the cat back to the owner.

2. Release the cat at the point of  capture.
3. Transport the cat to the Table Mountain Animal Center.  Let their staff know the cross streets where the cat was trapped.

